
MR; KRYANT'S DISCOUitaSE
OE THE

tim, WRITINGS AND GENRJS OF WASHINGTQN IR.iNG.
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, Dtlut ra. i k "r> tkt Hittorical tiocidy latt eotninp.

Wc bave come topetber, my friendit, on tbe biith-
*itvy ot an iiluttrioua iilken of our tfepnldit-; but ro re-

BeatiB biedrpartuie from among ue tliat onraBsem-
Elir tr ia rath, r un expreaaion of aorro- for his death
tkan of coii'^rstnlation tbat auch a man waa boiii IflAB
Ike won.l. Hi* Rominible writinga, the iBBBtif.
proa.nrta ot bis pecnliar gf niun, reinain la b. the enjoy-
_*m of tho prt B' nt at.d futnrc gtiieratio.?; I

UUWUmUnmkm of bis amiabl* and bkmelew bfe and
kia alndly mamic ri, and for tbese -t 8 give think-s; bat

Ike tbouKht will force hBBV BfBB lf that «_.. light«-»
kiehi*..oh.*e iB |BIEBkBJ BaBa vve BEMl bear bo

_M>re bia belo'vcd x. ice, nor |_M bin wel.o.ne han J.

it bb if roine g.-nial vear had JBBt 4-hwJ «a«l kft ua ia

ftort and gtaa-t ita' kVirBfJ ¦*.*.. kfl" kotf Mai-cr,

ka BBBBteOBB Antnmn, Uowb, never to NWB. Ita

uui are utiew ¦ arouo.l Bfl. ite harveale are ui our gar-

le.- bm UBBBEBOB oi b!oom and warmtti a-.. baitfEl
BflB*',a iiaBt, We look aronnd ne and BBB ttnt tl.e mn

^_.e*.hichf.lMt!.egol<l.'neara.id tinged ti, Ifl*

mtuhtg appl* brightene tho earlh no n. tc.

Twelv. ytara lince, the Uo<k wiib a»i*ucl to me to

iflbverthe'lnDeral.Milof..y of rbj_*a Co'.t, the great
fcthtrtl iBBBafpi p.iinting in Americd, UlB B«*1b1 who

tnt langht tbe pt nctl Ut portray, with tno boMoaaa of

BBiure, our wilo toreata aud Uae ahoroa, our BBBBBtalE
i_gi< BB, Hud tbe bordere of onr majestk- rivt-rr-. Five

aaais la.tr, 1 waa biddcn to e-pieea, in aucn tBflBfl M
Ic«uidcA.niii.at,d, tntkii^uerulBarrow whwh BJ.I Ml
l«r ib«- aaatk ot Fuimure Coopar, aqaally grtat, and
BBoally ll.e leader of bis conntryoien, in a dUTareet
w-lk of cieative fleaiaa. Aaotkar .cravi haa baea
#nti.ed, imo ho whobaagone dowuto u, BBtttflt th<iu
Uiey iu'bin labor* ut d hi* fame, wae, like them, fore
»tfct in the i^cubar j.ath to wliich hia gcuius BUraateE
Eim. Cole wa* t-ktn from vct La tb.- aeattBO. tn- UUt*

kotd Cot.pcr wh.ii the rj.n of lile had ri".op.-d froia
ite ineiitiiaii. In both msUin.-oe the tiay was BBrBB_aa]
by tbe tiotid of dtata beloie mo nuuirol bour of it*

Atio**-, but Lrving was permittfc.l to bet. >id it.4 Ugut
anti),'in u.e fallueai cf imit, aml by IkaapfoklBEBBl oi

satnre, it w.i* < irried below me hortzon.
WaaaiagV n Irviog waa born in New Vork m the <>d

.fAo.-il, 178., bat a fctv daya BfUt tbe BBWB Of tkfl
Ututy wi.h G/eair.ritain.ackuowlodf.iiik; our inde_.en-
EflflMB, bad !'.> ¦ 14 ctived. to llio grtavt COBMMflBBBt uf
the aeflPae H«> pptnedbifleyeBtD thel._b'. l_era£ore,
juet m thedawn ol tbat tabbith of [>eace whi:h Orougnt
re*t to tbe hmd aller u wtaiy pe\«n yearo' war.just
a_i tlre city, ot wbich he wae a ua'uve, ui.iltne rej.n'jlti;,
.f vsbicb he waa jet tobe tt.eoinameut, were enteriDg
Btion acaiter ol «.ME and pioepunty, of whioh
tboa* wbo inhubited them could boitco h»i\e ditiioiod.
lttttmi riuiPK ll|at one o( tbe first btfthfl ol ikaBBBJ
tytAie, i-o WijIlajBH tothe country, abjiibi bo thn' nt ti

«.«,. ioB a« kin.ily and frui-.lut Bfl pea e lteelf, m .d
aebJ'ito tu !iiA.n* Obo world bt-ittr and ha_<_)ier by ub

.geu'le ii.rluei eea. Iu one rtapectthoie t\Uo werbtiom
at iij.it tm.e bad tLe advanfjigt flf .Uona wno are odu-
f_i. -i nod. i tho uiore vulgar uiflueoces of the ji.e.stnt
age. BfKre thtir eyeB wtre n-t, in the _.ub ic actio_8
iTibe tiifu waoacl.ievtd our¦ rtinlution, noble exam-

bl«t- of rtiadv reitilade, magnuiiuiiiUd .ll-Jeni_ and
cbaeriol t-tu-i-acnfice Ior th* Bake oi iheir t a.try.
Irviug a.iu.0 u.to Ue world wht-n theee ttitataoa vir-

to.u-..men were in the prixe of their nitiihood, awl
p*.-rt:t bi* yontu in be miii.-t of tbat geOBfBl revtreuid

wbith gtiUicred round them aa they grew old.
lAJuaim l.-iii'i:, ihe lahuroi.the great aiuhor, w.ia

an-Uveoi" .sci/.iui.cJ.oue of a ruce in wbich Uie in-
BtiiiCtof Mtutrtiiion ie akong.anl a Scoitieb wom-n
BMiBtoi'loM-d urtanurge m L:b hotwthold. lt ia re-.

kJu-cl ibat BBB day u\mt ^be wa? Bralkiag i" tbe etrcst

wiuikerlaile etiarga, iLen li ve jeare old, aho-tw
<_ki.tir*l Vi'aebin_.tou iu a ahop, and euUinng, led np
Ub* boy, whom bbe presented *i one to *t,om hi-.
Mui.- uud been v'ven. Tue QflBflBBl tarued, laad hiB
k*_fj o:i lka akbd'fl kBBfl, BBd _.-a*.e him liie amile and
kie _e*Bing,htt e think.ng thai tliey were beeiotved
npon in* lu.ure bio^rapUcr. The gtmh BffBaNXBSf
Umt band Irving _wa)n rcmexbtreo, aud that blflBBa
ing, he believeu, atteiidtd him thrcn»_h life. Wtio tthall
bbj wliat pewer that rejollection aaaj have nidin
keupiin bim irae to biiib aud i enerou* Biaie.
_ttbe u_< tl.ut fVaahiogtOB lrving Was born, tbe

City ui Now -York coiitauit-d B.uc.y moie than 9u,U00
_ib»wi_i_t*. Daiiig the war ite popalalioii bad ftob*
»l.|y din,i_if.hed. The town wuh acarceiy Uuilt u_. to
UfBBBBB Btreflflj Hrondviay, a bttle beyoud, BTBaMMl
MDui.g ^i:-'.-y f«ft_rt'B Hik'd tillcd fielJe; tue 1 _rk, in
.ibicb-ow a'-'u-da our Cty Hail, «»e anoptn.oru-
BBtn, and bejond it gleamed in a lioLow EflBBBg lie
jBtdidovt *. a liuie uLttt of freah water, the Kwl. i,
from wliiti: u r luggieh rivulet etol* t_roc.:h tbe low
griiundB calicd laiBpeaardB Afeudowe, ana folloving
ihv loiirte ol what ia now Cant.1 niP'tr, eniered tUe
JHndMir. IVitb theexceptiA.n of the little cjrnerof tue
bb.vd Ix-iov.' tte pre*e_t City llvll lbe rur.il chiracter
of tb* arkotfl rcgitn wrh uiii-riiiuv-l, and tne ttotb air
cf tbe c loxtry cmercd \ew-Vor_ at ciery frtrtct. Tue
town w that time comained u Tu.;i>;leJ palBttOB
Erawn tioiu d.litii' nt BBBBEdaBj but lbe deni'-jiiJajtu of
tht old DflBflk i-A-tt trt foimt.d a large propo.tiou ol tbfl
ii_iabij^i.ta, and tt-ci-e prteerved many of their pecu-
M_r cnrtiDiB, and had not ccased to uae the Bpee;a of
Bbt-ir luioti-tajrs at Uieir lireBidee. Many ol them iived
iDtheqnauit old houMje, MttO-BBB-ll yelio- bmk
fiom llollai'd, witb ikBtt BBtakatl gible c-udfl on iba
«Utttn, v,t.i<:hl~ve Bince been sweptaway wiu ibat
mxtOLttxtut:.

lu il.tt Bun-ounding country, aloDg itf rivere anl be-
ntU, its harborB, ttziA in many part* larinlanl, ibe orig-
k.lcbaracttr ol tlie Hutch et-'t'emcnis w.i8 Btill Iubs

ci_a._,td. Here they read thtir Bibiei uud fjaid their
antyt-n, audl.tentd toBurmonf iathe an.-eBtralion^ue.
Bt-_._iAti ol thia language yet lin^er in a lerv nuigii-
kcrl.otxita; bnt in most, the"common nchoolB, and i.'ie

irroptio.. of tb* Yaiikte race, uud tlie ^ronib of a

populatiun uewljv dcnvi d from Karope, Uave e'.jilc-d
Uie ai.c-t utterancee of New-Amaterdam. I rex- n-

ber tbat tirenty y eaie ftinco the market people of B-r-

KacbattUrtd Dutch in the BtoauierB wbnh brought
f m in the a arly moming Ut New-Y'.rk. I remimoer

alao tbat about un yeaju Oufore, Isera were familiei in
^ the we.tt-nitiOBt towns (ft MasD-chiiiettB where Diich
. wa* Btiit tht- hom-ehc.'d torji/ue, and ma rona of ttie

^ 'nglibhetock, mirrjing into .them, were Uagli*;d at
M t Bj*;tkiiig it ho batlly.

ti wiM . i- teadily ailerred tbat Ike i-ohition in which
jk, me of a latnguagc-. eir,ink.'e to the reet of the coiin-
a._ plitctd tbia^ pBOple, wo'ild form tlnm to a BBafBB*
l»rt ! j-ecoliar _mpucity, in which thtre wa? u ,.roat
jAj l.vt Wt~ |uann and not a Uttffl thal would a_i|«_r

_j, io ihta- oei^hbore of the Aaglo-Sazoa alock.
It w_> amor_; Buca a popnlation, frioudly iml
ble wt Atjing iheir fauifc* on the ..atBidf, »ad Rfiflg in

'
t( comfart on their fortile and ample BMm% tBM

tb* bJib 0o(* an(- oasiy yoaxh of Irving were pa.-scd.
H haataa wbikiyet a boy to iiandc-r flkJflEBBB BBB>

j.t ouiitrt, for the love of r^mbliji.' waa tbo
*""". _,.«, kable pec4iliaril.y of thut peri'.d of bi^ life.
S t.ec _i?e 8S h*' lA--«<'1, wntce, laintlntr with all the
a^t/LlicriiiV pl«t*a_i fctmoms in hihtoiy or J__l_,l_,_ km-w
_-*.....¦-. bere a amrdtir or B robbflfy bxd been
^l.Uftlcr « giwctfleaii; *rolled into the V-lflgee,
*\eZ i th\lr eua "m* ~ad ulked vvilh tbeir W«*' !t "*
-__!_--^ _5i 'btltan, witb hiB kiii_yiuiai.'..-n.iv.aa

u r» iidlu -uuiujal rJ-)-«- tUTU ol ** cy--ve»»>

tion.
I

tbo
l^~ lt nrv-.n rl eee particulara becane.- they help to
dw. irnpon «* P

wu8 lruiaeJ) MdBbow here how th *
of ^ mate.

by what proceaa ht ,--JJ g fortUB we R0 D!,: h ttd.
nid.iUta.rwitrd wrot fc

^ a^^stmjuti of
¦ure. lt waa in thea andnourieh.d. Thoee wbo oniy
waure waaawaieued »

y k liH J 1M. \ __.e fo*
know tkfl aJatd of * «

waakfeled anl
BBBBBfl ol tbe baau'y t .-°

^^ , Ul.t,h_
_*_ootLtdlrom utfoU " l

wJ_ f|(|mMy dlfV.
aiely w.ihout the litua U h
aittta v. uh nignte and ho11 »«gV v B et«.
try fA-aiB witb tnm gaiden V v\z°\\~i ". v ..__. .'
aid haaa of pleacked baw. ^rD ^f^f^-i *^h IK*w-Yo.k i. 1835, and I we " T«°"wl *J2_~*Jarlmntd tbe rfiore.'ol the H-iO. «« »-»'. *"?*",*'arbtr* tbe dark ,«t-kfl jutted tar <--_ >» tb« ^^' rv"DUtUbajB he.lt.ttto, overwfu.l droop.d fjK.^t treon

ovi>rrnii with wilo vines. Aole 4" b^auUfjl were the
abcieB of the fca.t Kiv«r, wbeie ..-. <*<.*>**<!» of tius
_toy\e*_ut estate rtached to clit^ '>eetiJi.g oier tbe
nuti, a_d .Ull lurUitir ou were mb ~ o«l aoc-ii rocky
Wiikfl bribtlin- wilh rt-4 ced_r«. t ome id'Jtcrf thi.
beaiity may be formed Irom lookiag i l whit rem-fn
cf lbe nauve ahoie of Nesv-Yurlt I*t md where (Ue
tidee of tne Bsat Kiver raali u> uud lit' hy tlie ro My
TtTfct of Jone«ti Wood.

lieie wuLdi it.d Iiiiiirt' ia bbs yoatb, aod B.BPflflj tli-
HPjK:. t ol tbut BBtBlB w)i.:h hfl a.'tbrward pt. "ftra/Bd aj
Wtll IB eUgi-fB i'.pt!f Bfl tit kuttai BM hia fe KBMlaBE
were not tonl'utd to thia inlaud. He bfjcam.i '
with th* baoae oi tne B 1 an, ttie BBBtb
Uui'i Oi WLlcli be W*«lli' li lod Mflfl|E |J_ mule
ac_u.iiiitatice niib tkfl Dut.ii nc i_»hb inuv^ Bb«k*r«d
by itB bille, Nyucl:, HatvBfalmw, Sui^ IT.n^, ,*'iaJ
Hletpy Iloliow, and witlitb. majeMi: lli^_l ia4fl 6"-
vor.'l. H~ ramblea in BBOlkBr di BBtkia .-.I him t-_

_o_m'_upuw, lying >n it*'jia-i, hkakai by New-York
Bav; toUie tliti. ofiaiaifiil llowaiian, ii3at _,_,.y inui
Bka paaaage of viaitora to Oreenw ->d and tbrouged
with foneralt, to Hoboken, HorBim_, anl I'ailai
Book, wbkb baaBU~« beoome a city. Aferry-'uat
mnii< \'jg oa tbe r*ptB tidea took h'tn over to Brooklyn,
»tvw BBM fl-JU/ifLiflj and btaalifi.1 nai^abor ei'y;

then a enrter ofB rt*_ Ikrrna, wboee iniMlliJM*^
in broad, low rveueee, with a-oopa tn front. oa

afeudowed by treea. ___i_,_. rnw un read the

itKS.V« we' told, in i-diag Chancer and 8pn.
ir Tl!t bMbb o. il.iraM poeM mig.1 bave .ho-i
1 hii tbe Mi ol blgbtei itt; his K«-'-.-l *i>*-"°- »",»- I»°air
.«._. aiKHrcrobothheniiKht-biite learned a freer
r-.ii-.tity over hia nuttve Bag.b than the somewb.it

ItasteofthHt day eneooraged. ('otv-ver's poetu-.,
ht 11 .tt time, wre iu cverybodj e hand*, and if his

fi.ili.r bao aotl_OMal Bbi_b.WB innst b-.lievo that
he w-ui_ioSci.tch.nari. I tbinl we may latrly m'er
tbat iftha Btyla oi Iraiag took a balder raage than

.'lovicd in tho way of writiiicT whirh prevatl.d
v ln n he was a vou'b, it waso wing, in h paat degre*.,
to his itadiet in tht* poe's, and espetinlly in thote ot
tbe enrlitr Eoglbb l.teratarB,
Bc owcd l.tt'e *o ti.e e> lioole, thonx-h he btg.u t _¦ at-

t.i.d Uiat aarly. HB RMI iaatr* mi wott gttaa
Wbea be whs l.ctae.-n f..-ir and mx V8BH o'd, by .M.s.
Ai,,, Kr:.-.. ;¦ i,;-' i.ci m li...-! in Aaa rii'1'.-t, aho aaamfl
t.i bati bad mbm difloaB-y ia gattMg bim tmonghibe
alphabct. T-. 1789 be wat trai if< rwd lo I school in
PuJtoa et...', tbaa oaUad Partittaa _mM.kaM by
__ei_.__Jl_ Rarnain-, wbo hnd beea B saldief in tbe
1 . coln-i-.. a mi biWb mta aad a good dWpUaanaa,
bu'p-obitbly iinim*'br< nt ».hi>l_r, and heie he con-

tmaed till _M was leartsoa ye_js of age. Ho was a

I"ivoiite witb tl.-_ ni.mtor, b.it BM . t_*__IMd1ag to reg-
___M etuoy. At ten yeais ol ayo he delu-bied in the
wild talee of AiioMo, as transhted by Hoole; at eteven
le wiifrai n bo-ii. afBoyigMMMMatali,bbmbbi
trok to scbool und raad bt MM-B-. At tnat titne he
comp.i-.ed with rtL'.Mka'.le c is*. aud rlucncy, aud ex-

rbanged taitka wirii tlio oth.-r b<.-,.*, Wlttiag tbeir i ___.

posll one wbilo tbej eolved b«s pr_.b.eni_ in anthme-

iic, wbicii bB detteted. At the age of tlnrteen, he
tn«il bit hand at nia.BBB_Bg a play, MBMB WM per-
luTirid by children Btafriead. BOBBB. aad af BJBBb.
h. a1tt.rw.ird forgot ever v p .il, 9fBB the ti'V.

Iciniaii.' gava ap Macab-g ia ITw. aad la laat year
liviug aataiad a .<.'-..) laal M BBakaaaaMraMBy
.lonathan Irieb. Bl-bably tbe moet accomplishedof bis

iiutrootora. Il-- kft IbB mhool bl atarcti, 1798,bot
.iitd for .i time to receite pnvii'e le-.¦<.._.« from the

i_iii<) teacher athoma. Dr. Fiaaeis, tn hia plt.isaut
reniiiiibttiiceB of IfTiag'fl early lil'**, speaks ot MMM
i ., iiteg tj esUi C-lumbiB CoiMgB.aad us l. Im

Ltt.l bytbe Bta'*ofl-B healtb, butit iacer»'ii.i

I'atauiudilbi.ucfto t't*i<'ii;:i'"'ii of leurning bad
tnktu pos-.-__) n of I im at tnat agc, whuh he alter-

vvaidgreatlj rrigre* .1.
At tbe bke i f lixtara be entercd h:s namc aa a etu-

deti' atlaw ia the otli.e of J Mafa <IgdM UoAaaa. au

(liiunit advoeitC who.in l.iier li'e bBMMB a dudge
ni one of onr rir'mcipal tribBM.. It was while engavred
in bis piofer.ioDol-.'idiesthi-t be midehistirst mfffttt-
arce bb aaSBtbMt I rti-mld BBTI mettioned MBOeg
tiie ciicoro.t.inctB tha* lavored the nofoldingof his
l.u ii.rv espacttiee. thal two of h*** eld.-r brot*iei*a were
nxu ut t-t.id.d liteUrt taateB. Wlloaa Irttag, bobm
M \.i:teen jfiushte semor, ._id Dr. lVter Irvn.g, who
iD tbe vtiir 18(i'_ foiinced a diilj pnper in New-lork,
at a time when a daily paper wns not, as now, an en-

ttiiiti-e raqt-riBg B mt%t ..nllay of c.ipitv), bnt an ea-

p«-itniei.t tii.il lii.-Jii ba tricJ at.d ab unloned with BBM
lirk Dr. Irvt-i ct>t.it>l'. t.e 1 Tht Morning Cluonicle,
nii.l bis VOBiwar HO-hef c mtnbuted | setus of ees-iys
bcar hk the ni.n_tnre ol JonaUlBB (Idn'yle, af wbi. li

_tlr. Doyebinck. -.ln se judgm.Lt I williiij_!y acept,
i-.\« th.'.'t tbej riiow how early the au./.or acqeitad the
_tvit- whicb bo much i-burma us in hiB later writmge.

1q ISt'I, Lavitig reached t'.e age of twenty-one,
IrT-Bg, iilii'i"! iy an ir.rrcasing weakntss of the
il.-i, visted i:uror*. ir the sake of bis nealth. He
lailed d-TBOtly to the south of Krance, landed at Bor-
deau-c in M.j, paeitd two mojths io 0*n .a, mude the
tocr of Si.iiy, iind, crosriiK from 1'ilernio to .N iples,
pioceefled to'ltonie. Here he formed theac<|Utuntiiuoe
oi Wiabiagtoa AUatoa.Bbo araatbaa laMf-Bgiaa
ai ter ol iirt ab (.*. raoroir.arv as that of Irving iu litera-

tire. Wi b Allbton le made Ioni,' r.imbles in the pic-
tu.e.'inie tei^hboihood of tbat oid c.ty, vtaBad tlie
ualleilM ol ite p-ilfi-'e? and vil.'ns, nii'I stndied their
wt-tkaal ait it-taalabg-ttbal r'*..-.. .euUiosiasoa. Ha
tboi.-_ht ofthe dry poi-UI o! tblllB whi.h a-aailfdhi-'
itturnto Aniericii, and EM Omoh be h_.dnoin.lui r oa,
and almoit dcttrauBBd 11 bi a palntai Alltt ¦ a__aaa_N
nj,ed bim in ibie diap riiion,«,;.! tu.cl'tr they plaancd
tl.e .eienie cf a life devoted to tbe pirsuit of art. Il
waa fiM-BBM Ior lhe world tliat. ao Irviag .cib-i-tc-d on
Iba Matter, doabM aroaB in bB miad wBMb MtaaaMd
his eiit!.u_ia_ui aiid led him U> a iliflcreM dttt ny. Tne
two liieiidr. MMBMedL cuc;i tu take his owu way to
rtnowL./Mln.m to bt-come r.r.e ol the f-re-_.est.of
j aiitt ie uno Iivm^ to tak^ his place ainong the f-reat-
t.i of aut'-ors. I.- iviug Iti'y. trtiag pas*ed throonh
DailMI-Bnil lo Franee, itsidtd in Paris severai monihs,
tiave-ed thnuxb K trndcrs and Ilolland, went to Bag-
JaiK., und retarntd to bis na'ive country in IKOC, after
an ab_c_.ee nf two jchis.
At the cloee of tl.e year he was adtnilted to practioe

ue an attonKy-at-law. He opened an ottice, bnt i
c(nld not be uid t!n t he evci bMBM* I pr^ctitiouer
He began tbe MI l^1" with tht- e_r!iest of those liter
at] laboiB vvlnch bave won bim the admiratioa of the
world. (»n tbe '.1'h «.f .lai.UHrv uppared, in tHe form
ol ueiDall puniphlc:, tba first iiiiuiber af a periodieal
entilled " __alii.a.-undi," tne joint production of him-
rcil, l.ie biotber\ViHi.ini Bnd.lamei K. l'aulding. Tho
i itb-r brotbei oootiibaud tbe poetry, wiih MbMaad
im. liaea for MBM oftbl BMB*I, but nearly idl the troto
wu- WlBtcabj ihe tno other MBOCMMB
V beu "Sii'mairniuli" ap-catcd, thequaiutold Hiitoh

town in wbich lr\inK BfM b< ru liud beaOBM trans-
loraed to B cumpiirtitively gay mBtropolia Itn popu-
lation of twtn'y tboaaB&a aoalahad aalMgad BBai
tban eii_iity thou--aiid, aithoiiah ils aaBBMiadc BBBM
bad yet llx ir ie_.dei.ee. m wfint reenisto nc now tlie
uairow tjiace b.twe.n tl.j llauery and Wail strect
Um modes and fiislnons of K.nope were imported
ttttk and fi.-ti. " S, lma-;nndi' speaks of b-ather
bteeches ut all tlu- ra-^e for it iiioriiii.g drese, and flesh-
colcied sm-Jlsforau evoning party. (lay e<-uipagee
darhtU tbrtofih thestieets. A new theater hud nsen

in i'tuk row, oniti. ttaMBa of wh ch Coojier, one ofthe
iiiestof deckumers, was reiformi.igtocrowded nooses.
Thechurch-s bad multiplit-d f.itur than tlie pluces of
attiisemciit; otbaraubQc boUdinga of a magniScenco
hitberto unknown, m_lu.linr! Mir presontCiiy Hall. nad
bun BiaeMd; Tamm.ny Hall, fiesh from tae BBBM of
Iba battder, o-Brlooke- tbe Park. Wa tiegan to »ul'_ct
a tacle Jor pictnres, nnd the rpoeu of MictLuel Patt', ibe
fanioua GtriLan pinuie deider ui Hioadway, were a

iavoiite loai-_e for emh coiii'i'-ssears as we then had,
wbo iMMTrtl thtmi"-)*.t8 witfi making bim ulk of
Miciiael Ani-elo. Hal'.-ion S.iriDgs were iho K>"«'-t
fashioLalk- BBlM-M-j BBB of u.c emmtry, to which re-
soittd tl.e planteir ot tlio B09th wilh splendid equip-
a-.es ar.d IMMBB ol -b.n ng blacka in livery.

" Si.)_na_;n. ni " r.iiiii/...l tbe bllii s ana rid'nuled tho
h'.toisol tl.e time wilh gml pr.idi.-.ality af Wtt and
i.. l. . e.Mii.-rtmce of g.Kid nature. ln form it r» M n-

11. » J i.e latltr, and that numerous brood of peri-
odiciil papeis io wbich the MOMM of " 1 he Tittler"
and " Sptttutor'' gtivf! birih; bat it is in no sc an

imitati-m. Itn -/ai-otj, B imown; itt f'ylebf huaior ia
not that of Addbon nor Golds-oiitb, though it haa all
tbe geni.l ipaB of t!.< Ln, r-.jr i>> il bj-rrowul from any
mhtr wnttr. Itielarm'.re Irolicksoiiie nnd joyons,
jet teiti] (ied 1> a iia'iveKra'efiilnesa. ** tllM-xgnndi"
wa-. mhi-ifestly wrilt.ii without the fear of criticism
before the t-yts cf tbeautbon-, and t'llbie seLse of per-
le. t freedom in liie exercise of their -,e_ias, the ebarB
is probably owiaig wiii. b iiiiil.es us bt ill read it w.th so
ii.iu li dti.ix.-t.*. li vmg never seemed to place n.uch
value in tn-j part be boie ia this work, yet I doubt
i. li.-tliCT i-e ever e.\.-felled some of tln,_e ptpcra in
" 8ilm_gniidi wliicli bcar tbe iimrt evidt;nt marks of
h's stj !.-, and Pauldini., thoot-l. he haa aitwe acjeired
a rejiuJation by his t-tt_e_ w iilinxs, can liaidly be said
t<. baYI wnt'en anjlbu.g btt'-tr tban the beatof tboae
whicb _tr< a. cnhe-l Ut bS BBB.
Ju.t Uf. Te ''Silrnagandr' appeared, sevcral of tbe

anthors who gave ;he liierature of H.nnltuii ite preei nt
cbttrat'ter bad l-e.un M wiiie. For live y_re the
quaittrly »_«ucaoI tbe ladmburnh Keview, theu iu tbo
aiost bnlliunt penoo of iut exisieuce, had becu be'oie
tbe public. llaziitt hnd t-uken bis pl.t.e union,' tbe
autbois, and Joln Fo-ter had pubUebed his eaaays. Of
tbe LOtts, Bogers, Campbeil, and M >ore were be^in-
liin,' to be popiibtr; Wordsworth lutd aebliafaad b.s
Liinal B-dladi ScoP, bia Lay of tbe LMI Mmtuwl,
Sc.utl.ev, bia AluJoc, and .ioanu-i Biullie, two volomus
tf ber ..'av"- ^ t!llB «'ivHl «'f tho tr*,itJV« P0"«r in
lit.-atu'e, it is n!ea«_nt to aee tttat onr own counvy
to k tait, contiibntiig ¦ work of a iMtflMM aa freatt
and OrTgHol ns any they produced on the other aide oi

the At!_»nUc. _.___« »i_f_i

Ktarly two year. after ward, ll the Antumn of 1HW,
appeaiid iu Tla- AMBMg <"¦"'. aodies-*d t«o the hu-

iLULe.an adverun.iu-i.t tt'iuestmg luformi-tion eon-

cniiig a smJl elderiy gM-MBMB named -_n..k«^-VauokJ, dreM-ed iu a otocM OOtX ani ¦¦cked hat who
bad tnidenly le.fi bis lot-gmga >u lhe Colomban HMB
in llulu-ny itreft, nnd bi'd ^ot been board of afier
ward. Ia tl,*-beg-jiiiingof Nov**uiber, u ' rravulor
".o.i niiiic-ite-i to lhe rtmo jourwd ttie mformation tait
hebadei-tn a \»-.m>u imsB^iiiig M ibis d.i»criptiou,
apni.-.i_tly fHH-.ci.ci wilti bis j.uniev, rc-cliiig bv lhe
roadride a little nortb of.. ngHi#rjdf*e. Pen dayaluUr,
K «B Ilanchti.ie, ih_) buiOJord uf the C'.l_imbi__n ffo_4__.
ga.e lotke, through the aame joomtJ, that be bad
louoJ in the m,*. n^ g«.t,tl.'mB-*'» ehamber " a curiotia
kmd 0.* wr|t'*.n bi ik, wlii-.li b* abotud print by waygf itimbvUBing hiatitlf fjm riixl bl* ladj*er <*-*_ him.

Id De .'trt*e fellowlne, loBt«eo and Bri.lf. id, b >)k*
lellerr,pnblirbed " llielmh Knickeibecker's Hiflory
of New-York."

, ,,'' riiimagui.di" had pEBflBffli tbo pnbl'c to reee ve tli'i
work witb favor, and Bfl*. HuiiCaaidenud no reaaon to
ifiii-t huviig iiiidertukfn itn ptiblication. I re.-olle-t
\\c 11 ite c-ail) und immediute j'opnlarity. I wm then
a jomh in colltge, and having tommitteil to memory a

rortion of itto rcpeat aaadtclamation liefore my fll a*4,
I wa* «o ovi-1-con.o wtl. bm hter when I ap,' tred on
tl e floor tbat I wafl nnable la proceed, and drow npon
m>n ll tlie rebuke of tte tut.,r.

1 have joat read hia " llistory of Ncw-Y'ork ' over

Bgaifi, and I fonnd mjaelf r.o loat delhjihted t'n.n when
I Brflt torntd ite pa^c in my e.irly youth. When I
BOBBflBlfl it with o»lur woikB ol wit and hutnor ot B
ciroilar IflBgtk, I (ind that, nnltke moet ol them, i' < .*-

rii i forWBid Ihe r.-ac'er to tbe i-oncluaion witbou' woa-

linirF or tatie'y, 80 unaoiifcht, Bponunojnn, self-Bug-
aeBlflfll BBfl tkfl WK BBaJ tne humoi. The uuihor rnuaea
iib langb, becnuae he cau no more help it than we can

belplaughing S.ott. baa. af kktkttBH, uuaayBifli
t t-nmcrorth'H work to lhat ofSivift. Tl.e ii< iBBiB
o* IiimiiB mirth id of a '_u.tlity quite dwtii.ot frOtE me
dry dmlltry ol Swilt; but they have thi* in ommon,
ikat tbey cl'iirm by tbe ut'er ibaEBBBflf c-llnrt, und
lhi« wne probably the ground of Boott'l rcoiark. A
critir in thcfLondon <_uurt.Tly, Bome yeara af'< r it*
ni pcBIBBCfl. Bpoke of it as a " taotalizing b >ok," on

i,u onnt. of hie inabihty to tindc-raUnd wh»' he caUed
" the point of many ol the alluiiona iu thifl politt. il
nitire." I fear that he mui" bave bccn one ol ibj*e
rtajcctable ptracra who fi/id it dilflciitt to under '.iml
ajoke nnleaa it be Becotnpa-iod with a oOBUBefltarj
openiDg and eip'aininy it to the hutn'.k-Bt ctpitity.
S» ott loun.l no sn.'b dilticulty. " »lur aidea,' ht eiyfl,
.n :i letttr to Mr. Hrtvoort, a friend of Irving, wn t ;n

juft after he had ro.ol tbe book, "are absoki'.ly floro
"wilh laagkiBg." The inirlh of tho " Hi-i<»ry >f

New-YoiltiH.il' tho BMBl tianap'irent B«rt, BBdtM
antbor in even Uio Itter . iliti.uiB judiciontly abatuned
Irotn lu.y attempt to make it m-,re intellitfible by
LolfB. t , . i

1 lind, in thi-* work, BBBBB munifeut trncea than m BU
otlur writii'KBof WEBl I \i;;.-owed to the f-iri.erau-
thore in our MBMrnfU. lbe .|tiaint pottic eolormg, and
oftc-u lbe pbrast-ology btlray tho di-cip'e ot C.-ttrer
and Spen-tr. We are BBBBBIbbb Bfl B flavoi- of tbe
tbe oldtn time, as ot:i racy wine of some rith vintuge.

" Ccolfd a lor.« i|i in tlif d««p-tlelved i_:h."
I will not miy tliat tbere art- uo paarageaiii tbia work

which are nol woithy of their coutext; that we do not

Hiit-tiuifB n.eet with phnueol.u/y which we could
wirh ckBBffld, that tbe wit doea not a-imt-uoea ron

wlld nnd d.op bere and tbere a jeet whuli wc- eool
Wil.Oftly trare. We forj^ive, we overlook, we f-jryet
;i!l tLia 'us'we read, in considtratioii of the en'erttiu-
_ent we bave eujoyed, ai.d ol thal which BBflJWIBj Bfl
onward in the nt-'xt pai:e. Ol' all n.<> k-her.n- work,.,
'. Kuickeibc ck.'i 'fl ll.-ii.ry of New-^ork n- lbe K'-y*-"'.
Uie airif-t, tbe liant sslBBOflBB.

In IHrtAlr. Icvingiesued an ediion of thia work, t<>
wbich r.enthxcd what he cailed an " Apology." >n-

tended in part aa un ani «rtr to thoae who thonglit be
bad made too f.ee tiith thn uameu ol our old DiUt-h
famili. b. To epeak friu.kiy, 1 do not i.mch w.m.ler
thatthedeHctnciantflof ihe origuuil loun.leiB of >ew-
amfcUrdam rhculd have haralv known wbether to

latith orlock firuve ou tinditg the names of their au-

Beatore. of whom Uiey never thonght but with reapect,
now connctttd w ib luduroii.t anto.i.uionB, by a w t oi

aDOtherrate. Ii. one of Ub flXCBllBBE BuEMlflB^IWfl-
couriti-. Mr. Ve.pl.ir<!i had gtutly compbi'ned oi th.ii
fi-etdotn, expi'-r-i-iBg himaelf, aa he eaid, more in sor-

row tbau in angtr. hveu tue aorrow, I M li'-ve, mrnst

have long i-ince wbolly pa/ned aw.iy Uumkk BBBB
how little IivingB p en-autiiea have drtracedfrom
the boLtr paid to the early hiBtory ol our ci.y -*t all
evente, we do not ttte how it could amv.ve Irviog'a
cood-humoredaLUpractfui ApaiflgJ.

It waa not long af'or tlie public-lioi. of the llidtory
of Nt-w-York tbat living abat-doned Hie prote^ion of
lnw, for wbich hfl bad to decidt .! a _BMflM ha never

to bivve lully trit-d h_ capacity l'or pursuing it. Two
of hia bio;h«re were ei.guk.ed mcommene, aud ihey
icceivtd him a-b a rilent partr.er. He did uot, how¬
ever riiiouuce bifl lit«raiy occiipatione. He wroto, in
1810 u mtmcir of Cauipl'tll, the noet, prefaced to an

editcri ot the writisaaof ibatauthor, wbich appaaiBfll
in Pbiladtlj.hia; anl 10 Ibe Analtct.c Magi/tiie, pui>-
li. bto in tht iA»ime city, kfl <¦ontribnu.'d a eerite of bio-
trat hical acituiitfl ol the naval couiDiandcrB of tbe
I't.utd SlatciA. Of thia IBBjBliBB. tfl l«i:i and the foi-
low'ng Jtaif, kfl waa theednor; makiugtkflBBMBBl-
n.t ii' < i bi.- T.tlt-i.t for B vocation to wbich men of de-
t .:t .1 literarj IflBlBakl tb.- I'oitntry art BUBflfty mjlined
to betake UMBBaalVflfla Thoee who IBIBBBibBT lbe
Aiialtttic Magaaaafl cannot have forgotteu thut it wos
a noct cn inai.iing miweilaiiy, paitiy BOipllBal bflfll
Eagllflb l iiblinitioiiH, m. -My Bflrto«_BB_, and n rtly
iiiiioe np of ctniribiiiioi.B ol eome ol our own beat
writHB. The MagfBBBBaal eaeajB ol wbich I BBBB
Ipokefl were lbe oaly pnblu-hed writii-ra ol Irviiig be-
twera tbfl BBf*: naaefl al tEa Uatory <>t Ncw-Yora, in
I8C9, ani iluti oi tbo ^kbU¦h Book iu IB1E,

lt \tn- ilurui" ttflfl i'i'itmiI tliat an event tOokplaoB
which bt.1 a i~..-iI .'! i' Bflaaosaai Irvin^'a lature li'o,
Bfleettd i:ic ch.itiicttrot hia wrrin.^'B, and now tba' t'.t:
dtath ol both partn-a B~0*tfl it to ne ^p iktn of witbont
leierve, ijisea a p.cnbar intereut to hia |H;rflon.il his-
toa. Ile became BttBBBBfll Bfl B fflEBBJ Iflaff, w io_ he
waa'to bave m.iried. Mie ditd nuwetfaed, iu tbe
(!. \seri>l her Hjie. Tbtie wae a wirrowful leavetak-
jug tttwten lur and her lovtr, aa the in..\.- \t.t-

about to ai paiire tbem on bo ev* of wha*. fhoiild iia\ e
btcn her bridal; BBd ll*V_sf BBBTafkaTi BB IkaBaOBBOl
hie life, ttnctrlj an<l faiiblully ckaiiflkad iier memjry.
In one tf the lno^r.'i|ibic_l BBMBfl publakfld imiut-
diataly at'er lr% intr a dflfltk, an aid, wt.lwom copy ot
tbe Bible ia apoktn of, which waa kept lying ou th.-
table in bi^ cl.amber, wi hin IflBCk of bm bedaide, bear-
ni|j litr UbiAC! tn tt..- iWa-fBflJflJa B dattfl.B teiiale
l.iuic;.a iclic w l.i I. we mui pttfnme to bave been hia
eOBfltBBf «'omp:n ion. ThOae vtlio are (aod <>f BBBrfla.Bf
¦ii tbe luokiapbiBfl of BBBBB nt m-u ttt tbe >ii.,i:i.-
Btiuiitn wbieb dctiTuiii" d tho Lciit oi thtir geitiu*,
fti.at in tbi" wd fitiit, uiij tkfl alofld if tbre<v overtUo
hoj.cfnl ai-.l < b'" r'ul oa iu i of i-arly ma-hood, an ex-

pli.imtion af tbo tiai.Bitioi. from tho utiboundt-ii Baa\y*
imic-aol tkfl " Hir-Uuy ol KaflJ-Todt" tO tkfl BBtWBfl,
tendtr, acd mcditiitive veiu of tbe "fikotoh BooB."

In lrl.i, Btcn alttr ofll UOOmi peace with Oreat
llntain, Iiving aultd u^uui for Ebtom, and lixed him-
Btlf at Liverpool, where a hflBBCk of tho large commer-
aiul honae to whu-b he belon.jeo wa« eatabliaheil. Hia
old love of ruuibling rt-'.urned upon him; ho wandored
litk-t into WalflB and over boui< ot tbe tineat comitiea
in Englaad, and Ikaa northward to tbt- Hflfflflt re "ion
of the bcottihh IIij.ii' "ds. Hia memoir of Cinip.. II
prociiicd him the acqaaintanea andfri.nlahip ol thut
pott. Caaiplell gave him, more Inan a ye ir nfter h.a
iirr.val in HBglBfld, a letter of itii.oduuion to S;o;t,
who, ulicnily ac.|uainttd with him by hia Wii.iatra,
welcomed 1-im waimly to Abbo aford, und mmli- him
hia iiitnd 'or lifo. Hcof Mflal a apa. al bmbbbeb u>
Cbmpbtll, thuiikiiig hiiu for htiviiiL'rnado lum known
to Irving. " Hc-ie "i.e .f i)ie haataad plbaaaateflt ao
tjiibin tiiCta," diid .St jtt, " ikfll I bave uik.it.- llim ma iy
a <i:iy."

Iu the eamc year tbat he viattfld Abbaflflfurd liii
Lit thtre fnilfl. Tlio cluingcH wbi.h followedllic- po.ee
ti 1812 ftwtpl away ilitirlortunra atd l.ia logcther,uud
Le wna na;w to bt-fiin ibe worlo bBBWa

Id lr-i[t he btuuu to pabUflh " tht dkctcb J'.ooa." It
waa written in KLglai.'l and a. nt over to New-York,
wheroitwttH iftutd by Van Winkle, iu octavo nam-

bera, contauiii.g from Rtv«r.ty tj a liineiicd pagea. In
tbepitfaie be remtrJtetl tn:,t I o WBfl "Eaaat'ied lo
"hiBkbode;" that bo had "hia cart-a aid viciaait.iJ'-a,''
and could uot, tbercfore, j.ivt' theao panera the " trau-

'.t|iiil utteiation uMo.taary to uniehed compoaitiou."
BavtTfll ol tlum woro copit.l wilh prui« Ln fkt IdUY
,:,,,. I.A. uu </ Qtr.it/i-, ana ui iLtimation waiconveyed
to the uutboi that aon.. peraon iii Ixmdon waa a1. .ut to
puhli.-.l. tbem cntiic. He nreferred to do ikifl himaelf,
imd, Bccordin^ly, orlen-d tne work to th<- f*nrjUB book-
n.litr, Murn.y. Alnrray waealowm ^.liinr the mit-
li r l,i» atteitit'ii, ai .1 Ir.ing, it lt a n- .,'t..a(.le dolay,
wrote to itr. triat tbo Bopj which Le had lett wilh bim
miftbt be ittuiued. li was Bent ba.'k with a noto
I>|.nning c-.v "fa of oocflpation, t'.e greal i rja* of all
ii'iLtnt booktt Her?, u'.d aile«i: g tbo " want ol icopa

" in ibe BBtBM of tbo \\kik a-a rejBon for decUnlng
it. 1 hifi waaakaeOflraafa^L bnt IlTfBg had the entor-
I.ii-e lo | i.i.' lbe li rt voluiim in l.ondou at hia o«7n
riak. lt wua iaflntd by .lohn Miilor, and wub weil re-

ceived, but within a montli alterward the puiiltaher
liuled. Iinliitdialely fcir Walter S.ott nine tn Londofl
iii.cl mw Murruy, who allow cd biuneii U) bu neraitaded
.tle more Bflfl ly, doubtleia, on iu'3ount of the purtial
BfltBBBBflf tkfl tiirt vt.lunie.ti.-tt tl.e w.rk had moro
"BBOflfl1 than he auppuatd, und piirchtM)d the copy-
rikbt of both volumtB for £ JOU, which be aftorward
libaraliy raJBed to foflf hundred.
Wbot-vcr compure* the " Hkrtcb-Hciok" witb the

" Iliilor- ol New- York" miubi, porliuna, at firat fa'l
to rBBBgBa.I it aa tbe .ork ol tbe aame band, bo iuucIi
ii er und more iMflfljk.fll k tbo atrain in wl ieh it ia

wriuen. A more aiuntive flaOMEBBBMBE, hoflrBTflr,ehowa tbat tbe Jiiiiiior iu tbe llgbtaff paaH ia of tho
aame prmlinr tut ori^inal caa', wliolly unlike tkitof
unv auil.or who evtr v, rote, u bumor which Mr. Dun.i
hni'pily chaiBBtafltiad ub " u fauci/ul pljying with
" 4ommon ibingB, tnd heroundtl.erol.euuulullou. Ivoa," ttill the'udicrona Lccomoa tu.lf pi. ''iroflo.uo." Y«t
one < BBBOt belp pt rt.'-i\ ing tli.it, tho imlli.ir a apirit ha-
U< ii Miln ii .1 8ll.ee li* UiMt uppe:in-d b.-lure tkfl public.
na it tl.e flhadow of a PBfll f.irotv bad filli-u upon lt.
The ^'.A.ulc r u.'D, t.t-i oi tkfl BBfBBI MB udlicased to our
i!« t p. r lympatiiii a, and hjtuh et hflfla, aa tor cxiirup'e,
tbe " Biokin Huirt, lb- "\\i«lo,v and Her I >n,"
i.tid " liural l'uncrula. dwell upon tbe a i-ld. <¦'.
thf mra. Only in t*o of tk;-m." tiip Vhu Wuikle
snd lbe " l_i_ond ot Kleeny UflPow"- Jota he lay tb*
uina looae on the be< k of nia frulickaona faur.y, and
alicrw it lo dafh Ior wai <l without re.'traint; aad theae
ruiik flnionu tlie moat dfllii'htful aud ji.ipubir (aie. evur

wntt^rl. ln onr country they bu\e bAkca r«ad. I be
lieve, by liiMtrly e>cryb-;ly mko i iu rtnaoiat all.

Tl e Sketcb-llook and the two en-eeedi-g workti ef
Ir,.. _Hii-e«bridge Hall arnl ibe lalee of a TniTelMr
.aboncd witb __gTfita**>le p'ctoree of Knglish life, seeti

nrder favorablo lighta and sketched with a fneudiy
tiencil. I^t me say here, thut. it wat not to pay ciurt

to ibe Knglish that be hae thua deecnlmd them aud
tbeir rouiiirj ; it w-is beciuee he could no'. deecribe
tht m otherwieo. U wai the instinct ot l.ia mind to

ii-iach itself tothe contemt.l.itionof Uie good aud b*»an-

tifnl, wheitvei be louud thum, aud to t-irn away trom

tl.e eij-ht of what wae evil, misehapen, and Imteritl.
His waa uct a natnre to pry f.ir faults, or disabiite tbe

nnndof good-natutedoiifWkee; he loaked for virtue,
luve, m d truth ainon_t men, and tnatAed liod that he

fonnd tbem in snch lan-e MIIWIB. If tbere are toaches
of tutiie M bi« writugs, lio is tho beit-u.itured and
niofl amiable of MttrMtS, ii-uiable beyond tforuee; aud

ii. bia llBBT, 'or there is B vciu of play foi trony roninng

Ibroagb many ol his work,, ihoie ia no tiuge of bittor-

"T'rejoice, for my part, that we have had anch a

WriterM lrvicp to brWge over tlie chasm b.twcen tha
IWOCTeMaalioBB-tbM an UfaaUkus Amercan lued

solong iu I-i.^land, and w-s M much beloved there,
and Boagbl s.K.artKHi.y 10 brinp the people of tbo two

conntiits to a btt.tr understaoding With etch oiber,
ai.d to areaa them from lhe antiuosilies of n--'r*-,w

miiids. 1 am snie thut tbeie ia not I large-uunled and

lart. beafled man in all <mr country w_o cjin read

over tb.- Skdcli-llook and lhe other wntiiv's of Irving
bid diit-wnone of the maj/natiiiTous BBOBmeiBl they
BXMIM vi ith fK-rd I" tmt$}mmA. or desire to abate tlie

tlowof oneof kia warmi-idchee-fi-lp.-_tir.MOt rv*-

>.|iib li'e. Oceasiiina will arise, no doubf, for siijim.'
t.-n e thing-. in a less MBommodatuig spir.t, aid there
are mt n laoegh on botn sides of tbe A'btnti. who ciu

Puy th-in; but Irviun* wia uot aeut into the world oa

tha cnaiid. A diflercut work waaa. sigued httn m the

very stia.tare of h s n.in.l and the Btd iWflMBte M hts

beait, a work of pe*ce and hrotberhood, aud 1 wiU
lay Ior him tha* be nobly perfamed it.

I .t ne paaM heie t«i sneak of what I believe to
baveUeo tbata-aa-aeor tbe "8ketcfa Hook" upon
AiKiicicnli-ttatiiie. At the time it appeared the pe-
riodical listsof new Am.rean pabiicationB were ex-

trtmeli mea-.. r, aud eonei.ted, to a grc-it exteut, or
oceasiouel p-mphltts and dieicrMliona ou the ¦.«s-

tioneof the day. Tlie work* ofMBl preteusion
were, for the mo. t tuirt, crudely and luuguidly made
up and deetiued to be little read. A work like tlie
" Sketch Hook," welcomed on both sid.-s of the .VI10-
tic ihowedtbl po.sihihty of an Aiuenc-iu author ac
iniinrg tt f«me bounded only by tho limits of his own
iaiguage, ttt.d gave im ex.imple ofthe .|(uilities by
wbich it mlgbl be w>.p. Within two year¦ af'.erwar-i
we had Coopers "Spy" and IJ-ana's " Idle Man;"
the ptc. s of our c mrtry began by degrBM ta teem with
-,c. tl eOBBOMd with I li._r.try s'k.II and a sprit-d
a. t.vity of luttllect n-u.il then little known among ua.

Kvt-iy icar the assettion tliat we had no literatare of
oarowubBame bss and lers trne; and now, when
we li ok .ver a list of ut-w worka by native untoors,
we Iind, wilh un a-t..i,i_hme_it amountiag alraoet to

8_aim, ibat ihe mo_t voruciout devourer of booka mttat

deapair of being able to read hnlf those wbich tn_.ke a

fair claim upon hiB atteoBoa. It waa __atoJ819U_at
tb.i-.icatbittoriatis ot our coautry, who*e pr_u*e is in

Me l-K.nibr. of u.l lhe nations. begia to wi ite. Ooe of
them b'lilt np the bbrk of his .fame long after Irving
.m-.ea.cd as an IBlhor, and slent wita HtJiototus
two jeais bcfo.e Irvin«'e de.th; another of the
band Wttt JM to be Uie ornament of th<> MM--i t-

ticn before wl on 1 im eaMed »o sp-iik, and ia fora_-
togtbe Bunalaofb-i conntiyii.tr- I work f..r fo ire

:,¦-,.-. Whhb) tli.it p. ncd has arinen among ua the
cliiss who bold vast mnltiin<Vs i.i motion1e*a attcntion

by public dlsMaraM, UM ruos.t perieot ot their kind,
ri'iUi as iLiike the fauie of Kveiett. Witlun thut pe¬
riod onr lhe ilogians buvo learned to write with the
.let-ainenid vivacty of tbo BBMyiBB We had bal
one noveli-t belore the era of tue " Sketch Hook;"
tbeir nurnbei-ia uow be> .ud tnumera-ion by Bnj but
a ptoftsieo catalogne m'aker, aud many ot them are

rea.i iitui) «.ultichtt.d form of huccan speech. riiose
ahoni we aeksowladae as <mr notts.'.t.t of whom ia
the spt. iai lavirite M "ur brothers in langnage who
dwell beyoad the sea.BfBMtBd ui the Wurid oi lettera
ar.d won us a'.Kiitinn af'.-r Irving bocuuie faMfiaf
We have vvtit, at.d fcu-noiistf, ani amus Bg es.ayists,
authors 11 rome of iho aintei and m;st «niceful com-

po.itionsol the prer. nt ceiitury, und we o/ve ihem to
il,, !,, v* impn-t glic-n to oar liter.-iuie in 1819.
1 louk Bbroad on lhaM Bt.us of onr li erary Bl-Ma
niei.t.some crowde.l tagB.M, with theu* mionte

poimsof llghl ta a gllaBT, eome standing aptrt in
ticions i-t.8tcllatioi.ej 1 raeoglUl Arctiirm, and
Otioii, ai.d IVr.-eiif, an.l Ihl glittenng jewels of tlie
Bonlbera Crown, and tl.e Ph-iades. sheiding sweet in-
flnencefl; but tbe Evening Sur, the soft and seroue

Ituht that iriowed Ln tbeir van, the precunor of them
all, h.Sbut.'- below tbe bori/on. _.1_e ephures, tn.un

time, r*rfc.rm UiirajpnlMad eoaiBM; t'.e eame m_-

tiou whi.h hl'ed ihem up to tbe uii.l--.kj bears then
forwaid to thiir aMdag; und they. t-o, like th ir
brin'.t leader, miul to.u be caitied by it below tte

li v'mg went to Paris in l^'JO, whero he pas. ed the
r. :nii.iii!(i ot lhe ) ear und ptrt of the ne.it, an.l where
he became ae-inuiu.ed with the poet mmtto, wno fre*
qututly meutiona him iu hit Duuy. M... tnd he
were much ut crh othttr-' compar.y, and the poet has
btton re. or.l nn expieaeion ot bi.. MMMMMM at the
rapmity with whieh llincebridge II ill w.ie c.oiposed.
t.i r Imidred and tbirty pageB la teu d,iyt. I'ne Wiu-
ur ol Is-.-j lyund him in Dresdeu. In tbat year W:t9

pubUabed iHiicelnidxe Hall, the ground work ot wbi.h
in ii chMBBBg iii-cri|i*ioTi of coiuitry life m K.igLnd,
int( rr|.(i-i-l Bllh IHIIIlllll. tbe MM of whicb. is
laid iti ether. onntries. Oi tl'.eee, the Ni.rmiiii Uie of
AnXM Ue Delarbre Beeins to me lhe mot-t bo mtifnt unl
B-Tedteg tiiinx "f ill kind in nll his worka; so beairjlul,
btdeed, iba'. I cau baidly see how he who has once
raad it Ma NMB Ibe deMia ta read i' agsta. lu H.-.u-_-
btloge Ilall we havn the S'.out lleLtle-na-i, full of
tn itirn minute piiifmirof familuir objec's, where
not a -.in-ile tonch is thiowu in tn_t dOM not higbtfn
the ciuiic B-bd oi tho nan_tive. If I um not grea'ly
n.i-ta-.ii, lhe mobt jiopnlar uovelists of the day have
1. ani< d f.nin thia patrern tbe skill with whicb tbey
baei wroiij.ht np eome of their most _M_lag DBM jgea
bofi ^rave at.d kk.'. 1" OOMpoilag BraMtiriagl Hi.ll,
Irvinir tbowed that be bad uot fo.got.en his uattve

cont.iiy; and in the pleosant tale of Dolph BaylegM
lie went back to the banks of tbat glorioue rivc-r I.es.de
wbich lie was boru.
In Is'.''', Irvinir, "*.il! a wandeier, retnmed to Paris,

ai.il in tlie }e..r inllowia'.' gBTB tbe worlt di, " I'dles
i.f a'l'ravel'er.' Murnty, in the meantime, hnd b.come
fully weaned fr -tu BM MilM that lrviiiir s writmgs
laeked tle .jnality which he called " sc.pe," for ho
had paid a th.iurai.d ffttmmt ttt the co-.yri^ht of
" Biiicebridi_e H.ill,' und BBM ollertd tiit.tii liuudred
pounds for the "Talesof a Iravelier," whi.h Irving
¦caeatldt " He might have had tBBihoOMBd." MTl
Wooie, but this ans-Uibly will not, I hope, think tiie
worreofhim if it be ackuowled'-ed, thtt the world
NaB-Bad men wbo were shariM-r tnan he ar. driving a
baigt.. Pbe " l'alea of a rriveller" are mist re-
iiniKHble fof tbeir sconJ part, eutttled " IJuckthoone
ai.d his Frietids, in wbu-li the au'hor introducen us ti
lil.: iu j life in its vniions aapects, aa he had obeerved
it in LoadOB, aiid to thi rel.ttnL* in whi.-a authot's at
tbat time stcod to tbe Oook__)lers. IIia ikatahM of fie
dilleieiit j^r. oiia-i-s Bre n.-iiv i.i.rri, chiira.t-iMtic, and
clivi rtlag, ttt witb wbat n kin.lly ii-iacil tbey ure ull
druwb I fliegOJO nature overspre nls an-1 b.nuioui/es
everjibin-k' like tbe warm Ptoiospliere wbi.li sj much
dtligl te us in pniiit'n-r.

Irvitn', still ' unrt-ttled in bis abode," passed theWin¬
ter of IK-.'.'i in tlie South of Fiauce. \Mion you aie in
that TC--I-1P, you tee tlie snowy BUBBBB ofthe S.anish
I"yreree8 looking down npon yon; H/Hai-ih \

fn qu.ut tbo watering placee; S^auishpedd'era, in their
bicii'i.i. ne- eosiume--, otter you tht. MnM of BlIMlOBB
aid Vi.lencia; Kpanish i-easauts I ime to the f.irs; tbe
trp.vebr fesls himeelf ulmott in Spain ulre.idy, and is
huunted by the desire of vimting that reuiarkablo
couutry. To Snam Irftag w< nt iu the lit.er part of
the * .-ir, iiivitt-i. by onr Mintater at Madrid, Alexauder
Ii Evcieit, at tht. angge.tion of Mr. Rich, the Aaneri-
can Ct-iuul, un indintr.ous and inteH'mem collector of
Sjiiiiirh woike relatin-, to Auie ica. |Ilis errand was
o tianrlate :Lto Eogltab lhe dOBBBMBI rel.iMng to
tbe discovery and eaily hi-ttory of onr eontitient, cl-
ieced by the IBMIltin of Kavarrete. II.- iia^ed tlie
Winter of 1836M tbe Sjnuiieh QBaltal m laagaaM af
Mr Iiicb; tb. fiillow ing season took him toOrenidi,
aiul be bngered awhile m tbut beau ilul re^'ion pro-
fn.ely waleicd hy lhe BBB.M IBM br.-uk fiom lhe
Hnowy l.idi-c. lu Is'-*, baaaata vistte.l lhe lini'li of
Spain, gHthering mateiiilsfor bia " Life ot Coluubus,"
Wbicb, iiiiiiii-itii.ti ly afier 1. ¦> arrival in *- ..m, be In.l
dt'.eriiiiiied to wnte, BateadM trun.latiii<ined..i'u-
ti . nt- cf Navarretie. ln Sj.aio he b.-_,'*n and tlnished
thut wotk, after buving "niaiied tbe M u>es as-o_iated
with ihe | rinc'piil eventa in the life nf his h-.-...
Murray was so woll BBMBed wilh it* " BOOpe" tnat he
^a\e bim ihite thoueand -rnineiis for tbo copy right,
acid laid it l-efore the pnbhc in IM. l.iKe the other
works of Irvtng'a, it wiis publtsbed here || tho siime

in I-ondon.
" ln.- l.ile and Voyagea of ('hristopher CotSMhae"

I.li-. *.. I Irving umonir me hisioriiiiiH, ttt tbe bi.u.mp'iy
ol tbut (.rctit diBcov.rer is a part, and a remurk-tble
p-irt, ui th.- lr.toiy ofthe worfi. Ofwhiu wuu H'.ricily
Hi.it eiiiiply peis* 11_I ui his i.'lve.'nr-'* mn h, ol cotirao,
I.iib pa-i-cd into irreuitdiablc ol.li-.ioti; wba, was bath
l. ii il bi d bistorioal is y.t, outstanlimr abovo ttio
ihad.-w tb*J has settled jv> r the riMt 'ihe work of
Iivin-. waa al MM iu ererybody'a h-uida ani ea^erlyrtad. Navurrete vouibul for ita hiatorienl BBMMfiJnnl inui- lelf-u-se. Jellie? declured that nn woik
uiii.Jtiv.r take ita place. ft wai wntlau witb aalrong
love of the aiil.jc_\ and to ib.s it owea uhkIi of i-
power uver Ihe ttider. Columbua waa oue of Ihoao
who, wiib ull tbeir ucultiea occupied by uue great
i.lta, and U-ut on ma_*_..g it a uractloal roality, are
b-oked ui'ou a_* era cl, ai_j p;tio.l uid inr^-nniii il they
fniJ, but If tbey fui-teed mtt vx-ueratod im Um tfory ot,

their ag«. Tbe poetle .!*menta ot kta cluracter aad
bietory, tbe grandeor and my«t>ry of hia deaign, hia

proi.ht.icB*gaei.y, hia hopefnl aad deroni cotirage,
aiid hia<liBrojiaid ofthe ridwule ot meanor intollc-t-4.
took a fltrotig hold on the uiind of Irving, aad foroied
t he inap'rat'on ol tho work.
Mr. Dnyekrnek irivefl, on the anthority of one who

knew Irvir.g intimu'tly, an inetrietive auecdote rc-

lating to tbe Life of Colambua. Wnen the work wa*

nearly nnihhed it wa* pnt into the handa ol L<«uteii»ut,
blidtfl Macken/ie, hiroaflfito a^r-eaMe wnter, theu
on a vLtit to Spaio, wbo read it with a vi*- of g.vtng
a cntical opinion ol ita meriH. " It la quite perfect,
iaid I.e on returriing tkfl mamiBcript, "extept the Htyle,
and that ia unt<|iial." The remark made au:b an ifl*
piBBaflfln on tbe mindpf the uuthor that he wiote over

tl,e whole narraiive with Um view of BMkfflfl tho atyie
more oniform, bnt he BfaBflfl/ard t!iou,jht tbat he bad
not in.proved tt.
In tbii I have uo doub*. that Irving waa i.tnte rurht,

and tbat it would bave been bet>r tf he Bad never

t nchul tbe work after he Bfli BTOflflJBl ittot.eatate
which autiified hia iu-.liviilual jfldtTBBfl t. Afl BfltBOC
can f-carte comn.it ai_reater t-rrortban to al tar what ho
w rilt-a, except wnen he haa 11 c-lear perooption th tt th'-
alteration iB for the better, and BM make it with ;i»

htarty a confidenco in himetlf aa he Iclt ia givmg the
woik ite lir-t ahape. Wnal atrikea me ai an ooo Miooal
deftct in the Life of CSlunibna ib thia flbbflrB'fl um-

formity of Btyle.acenatn priBmatu coloring in ri»
BMflB "bere abeclute aimpliciiy would have Bariefi-Ml
ua better. It may weil be auppoetd tbat Irving origi-
n.lly wrote eomo pfllftfl ofthe work with the qaMl
plamneiB of n calm relater of fa-ta, and otherai wi.h
tle apiritand hie of one who hud becomo warmed with

LiBanbjtct, and thia probably give ot:t«ion to what
wafl aaid of tbs ine _r_ility ofthe aty.e. Ihe attempt
to tlevnte the dictiou of ihe simpler portiona, we may
auppoie, marred what IrviDg afterward pcrceivud had

rtbllj been one of the merita ofthe work.
IntheEpiing c.f 1839, Irving roade another v.sit to

the South of Kpain, colle*ting materiala lrom which he
afttrward conipoBt'dBomeof hia moat po^ultr worka.
Whtnthe traveler now vu-ita 0EEEEEB and ia taken
lotkflAlkflfl.kra.kk. .'j-idewill gay. " Here ia one of
the . oriofitits of ihe place; tina iailio chauiber ot-ju-

picd by Wa.-hirgton Irving;" and ho will ahow an

areitrncnt, from the wind nv« of which yon have n

view of the «loriona vailey of the (Jenil, witb the
inouiitiiin-peakB overlookmg it, and ii«-*i the marmnr

of nauy mountuin hrooka Bl onci;, aathey hurry to tkfl
plain. InJuly ofthe lameyear he repaircd to Lon-
dtiD, whtre he waa to aet aa ScreUry ofthe Americ tn

Lfnatiaai Here he pubbhhtd his " Cnroniclea ot the
" Cotcpet-t of Granada," one of '.he moat delight-ul of
h:a ttorka, at exact Eiflfl tfy.tor auih it Ifl adflltttad la
be by thoee wbo tave Bearched moj' carefully tba au

cient recoida af OjfllB JfllflB fub of penton.il mcident,
ao divtrbitiec wuh aurpriaing toini of fortune, aud
tfceee wrooght up wilh auch pMSfllflflqofl Bafaet tbat, to

BM bn expitaaioii of Pope, a yonng lady miglit reul it
by mittake for a romanco. In 1*11 he BBTfl ibe world
ancther work on8paniahhiBtory, the '. Voyagea ot the
"CompaiiioiiBOl ColumboB, and in tho year toilow¬
ing, the " Albacibra." wbich ia another "Sketch-
" Itook," wuh the scoue laid in Spa:n.
Wbile in Spain, Irving had planned t Life ol Cortez,

the Cor<|Utror ot Mexico, and BOEjBfltai the f*ct8 Irooi
which it waa to be written. When, alierward, ho
liappeiic-f] to learn thtt Preacott deaigued to write the
Uioiory of the Maxfcfln Coii'ineat, he immediat.ly
deriivltd. It was hm intention io interweave with ttie
Darrntive deacnptlons of the ar.cient BflEkj.fl ol tkfl
aboriRinea, Buth aa tbeir modee of warfaie and thoir
gorjieona pageaxte, by way of relitl to the sangainary
barburif.cr. 6l the C&flrqflBflli Ho aaw whtt neEflBV
ttiiala of the hktBEBBQflfl thriBe opened to him, and if
he had accompl_hed hi<t plaD, he would probat.Jy have
proclnced one ol hi- m^at BflfflJEff workB,

In 1832 Iivmg retBTBBd to New-York. He ret'irne'l
after BBtflflflEBBB of aeventoen ytare to lind hia nativo

cily tjont ltd in pO|,i.:ttion; ita ooefl qfliflt watera abve
vtithfatlB snd furi-owed l.y ateanieis paa^ing to and
fio, i a wharvta ciowded with maa a, tba highta which
aunouid it, and which be rememb^rt.d wild and Boli-
tary and ljing in foie»t, now crowued with etitely
country Bta'b, oi-with dwclliuiia cluattred io villagee,
and tvery wbere tbe aciivity and boaUfl of a proa»)erou8
and bopefnl people. And he, no, how had he re-

tnrned '. The yotug and comparativelyoSacareauthor,
wloee worSa had only found here anl tbere a reader
in England, had :i< hioVfed ii famo as wide aa the civil-
iztd world. All the tiopbiee be had won in thia field
be bronubt home to lay at the fce! of hia country.
Mruuwhile all the <!oni,try waa moved tomeethim;
tbe lcjoicing waa lunieiaal thaiD oae who had NBffl*
acnted na bo UluBirioualy abroad itm honcelbrtn to
livt-amot-g ta

Irving liattd piblic dinnere, bnt he waa forced to
acctpt one prewed upon him by hia enthtn-Uatlc
ountrymTn. It was given at the City Hal] on the
Ulih ol May, Chanc-ilor Kent preaidmg, nnd the oioBt
eminent cinzeua of New-York aaaeuibled at the table.
1 rtmembtrtbe .'iCA-oui.te of tbia fe-tivity r.-aa htng me
ae I was wami. nrg in I Itnoia, hovenng on the akirte
of the Ind an war, in a re^ion now p ipnloua, bat than
ULtiHtdaiid waate, and I conld only write to Irviog,
and a*k itave to bdd n.y voice to the iteneral acclama-
tion. In bis addreaa at the dlunor, Chancellor Kent
welcomed tbe hiatorisD of New-A.na'erdam bflck to
hiBtiaiive city, and Irving in reply potired forth hia
heart in the w'arnieat «_pre«avona ol deliuhi at tiading
h.mai'lf aguin among hia eouutrymen audkmdred, in a
Ihi.d of auuehiLe. aud lrcedom, an<l hope. " I am

"aaked." he eaid, how 1 nii. I meHii t/o .remain here.
" TLey know little of n.y hoart wbo cin aak me Uub
" ineation I Bflflflrfls*, a« long aa I live."
The mstuiit ot rEBrohflg hal not, however, forsaken

him. ln the Summer after hia return, he nade ajjur-
iity to the conui ry wtat oi the Mjaaiamppi, iu company
with Mr. E l.wortb, a BO__dBflBBflflf nitruated witb.
tlu itmovbl of certa n InHuui laikfla. and roamod over
wild regiona, then tlie hottt ng-^TOunda of the eavage,
but iuio wbieb tbe wlnte mun haa am o brought his
]>low and hia benia. He did not puliish hia account of
t! ia journey ontil 1>*.^, when it appe.ired ae the tirat
viilume of tbe "C'ayon Macellanv," under the t.tle
ot "aV Tour on the Pl fll IBW." In this work the
oriuinal Wtft ie doflcriboB aa Irving knew how ta de-
fccribe it, and ihe narrative is in tbat vein of eaay
aaytiy ptciliar to lia writiuga. "Abboteford aad
Neviatead Abbey'' formed the second yolnme of the
"Crayon MifCeilany," and to theee he has added
anotbir, eiiiitltd " laegends of tbe Con _ueet of S_.ain.'

Iu 18.115 he pi.bl_h*d " Aatoria; or, Auecd>tea of an
KiiH rprit-o bejoLd the Kochy Monntaiua," a some-
what ctiii'jtiB exainple of liter.try skill. A voluminmia
ccrx-moniul t-.rrfc.-poideiiCe waa the dull ore of the
eaiih which Le rttiued and wrou^ht into aymmetry
and apkt.dcr. Irving reduced to a regular narrative
the eventa to wheh it rc'eired, bringingout the pictn-
re.-'iue wbc-uever he fjond it,aod eulivening _... whole
wita toncbes of hia na'ive bumor. Hia nephew,i'lerre M. lrviug, lightened hia labor materially by ex-

amining and cobut ng the lettera, and maaing memo-
rbiida of tbeir conteiite. In IKI7, he prepared for the
preae tbe " Adventurca of Ciptain llcnnevil e of the
I'nittid Statta Army in the Kocky Mountaina and the
[ ar Wea.'' He had tbe mauuacript j. BIBfll of Uoncc-
ville btii.-re him, bnt the band of Lrv ng isapp-rt-nt iu
every aen tnce.
About the time that thia work appeared Irving waa

drawn i-to the only publio controversy in which, ao
far aa I know, he ever engaj-ed. William LftMfltt
tlien 1-oi.ducteda wtekly peiiodicJcntiJed TkeFlaln-
diiidr, rcmaikabif) both ior i'B ability and ita lore of
diP(.i.tati»n. It attaeked Mr. Irving Ior al eriu« a bne
or two in one of my poema, witb a view of m.ikiag it
leae orlir.neive to t.vu iah readera, and l'or writing apre-
furct to ihe AflBflflflflflfl edition af his " Tour on the
l'rainea," full ol profeanionB of love for hia conntry,
wl.U-h were atudnuialy onvled from tb>' Eugli*-
edilvon. Krcm Ikflflfl eOfflflBfltfloeflfl Tkt Plainhalcr
drew an inferenco u_at*orable lo lrving'a aincerity.

I i-hould ht r.« mention, und 1 hope I may do it witb-
oot much e_ioi.am, tbat when a volume of my pooms
waa pnblir-bed htre iu the year IKI., Mr. Verplanck
had ihe ktndntBB to aend a c'.py of it to Irviog, d.-a r-

iDg him to lind a pnbliatur for it in Eoi.land. fhia he
rtadilv tnirae.td to do, thouwh whoilv uutjflipiain'.ed
with me, and otter.-'l tbe volume to Murray. " POetTf
" dota not lell fll preg* .it," aaid Muir.iy, und di.-cliue'd
it. A b'toketller in lloud aueet, n_ned Audrewa,
un.'ertook its pubii.-tt.on. but, rMBilBd lhat lrvin_*
ehould in rodiice it with a pretace ot his owo. Ho did
to, 8l*akiiig ol my veraea in Biu-h teruiB ua would na-

turu'ly coinuiand Ior tLem the attention of the pubiic,
nnd ailoiiing hia i amfl to be jJacu.i iu the title page aa
thefdior. Tte edition ln OOQBaqBflfloafflflflBIflflflEJh
lt happt-iuil, however, tbat tlie publiaher objected to
two liii.B in a POflflB BflDad tbe "Song of Manon'fl
Men." Oi e of Uu-_ wna

" Th.- britl.h aolliar tr.>riiMi>«,"
and Irvirg good naturetlly conaeutcd that it ahoulil tte
.Itered to

" Tl.- hmnm ln a*kl*t la l.ls tuns"
Hie. otber alteration waa of a aimilitr c'mractcr.
To the Bfltfl-flMflflB of 7V WflENlflflkw^ iTWflg ra-

pli.dwi'ha mlhupmi anirit and dlgnity wbich BfcMM
m'.ku us rtgrot tbat hia uctiltiefl were not oll_nar
rju'td into e..er«y by iuch colliaio.w, or at leaat thal
he did oot aometla es employ hia ooa ou ooatroverted
pointa. He lully vindicated himaelf in both luataaoe*,
ahov ii,M that he made the ulteratioua in my pj*rn lrom

a Bimi.it> cbaiie to do me aervioe, anl tbat with regard
to the .' Totir ou the Prainea be had aent * maur_jr.pt
coi-y of it lo Eaglaad for p'li.licatH.n ai tl.e bbibo tuoe

th.it be bad B*tit buother to the pnuter hor., andth'U
it wonld have been au abenroity ta. addreBathe fcngliah
,(|.lllit..i..t>An'e>ri.an pflkH* Bo* un Ont wa. the
ttial tiiuo tbai ho had appflfllfld before bis countrymen
a. an uuihor lint* hie leiurn ftPCBfl harope, it w*i but
uroperthat he ahould exp.ei» to thea. the teelnwB
»*>._.n*d bj their iienerom welcome. " n.eae feel-
. iiiKa he iaid, "wera «enume, and wero not ax*
" pret_ed with balf the warmt) with which they wera
" ei.tcilaJj.etl," an iii*a«rti in wbi. h en-ry raader, 1 be¬
lieve, waa dirpotod to reeeiTB literiUv.
In hia arewer to The r,.acidtukr) tomo alloaionfl

wera made to me whicb aeemedto _n>y th.,. i wataken part in thia attack upon bita. fe rattT-e tbeimpreteion, I aent a note to Tht PlaindeaJer hr p-ML.¦..tion, rn wt.icb I det-lared ln eubeta-ce tb**, I otrmbad comulaiLtd of tbe alteraUoba of tay po-.m __,_tthough they were not anch aa 1 ahould btve made I
wai certain they were invde witb tke kinleti iatea.
tidiib, and that I bad no feehng trward Mr. Irv. _» )*_gratitnde tor the seiv ic* be had readered ma. Tha e»jlaialion waa grac ously accep ad, and io a b-i-rf *m«piinttd in The Plaind/aJrr, Iiving -arvaoaaeed a? ___..uittal. '

Sevexal papera were writteu by Irving ia ltflD, pj^Atbe f'.'llowltg year, for tba ''Ku'ckefbt-fkia'" amonthly peini-ri.al (ondncted by bia friaod C»o'ut
C.ijloid Clark, nll of tbcio auch ax he o- ly ^-.j
wnte. They were afterward co'lerted into a v_)a«e
u.titltd " VVolf-rtV Itooat," fr-m tbe aucBai aaaa oi
tbM beaotifBI retidence of hia on the banks af _h.
Hn-lroii, in wbich they weie moetty writtan.* Tkej
were. perhaps, read witb m-n intere-t ia tbe veiem
than in tbe muga/inc, juet as aome paintingn of tb
highert ment are aeea with more ph.4a.1re ia th.
ptuater'a room than on tbe walia of an e_riiil.it.oa_

ln 184-, be went to Spuin as tba Am.--it.an ~tn__ter
and rrmairtd in tbat country f.>r /our yeara. I oxn
riovcr undertitocd tbat auyltiing occur.ed doring tha
time to put hs talcnfa for ditiloo-uy t> any ri^oeon.
ti-tt. He oid, atleot-t,whatall Artencau Mimateraa'tl^
KurujK an C.-nrts are do*ng, aud I auppoie my h___*-.
niderslaiid vety well wbat tbat ia; but if ih'-r. b-vi
bten an\ ujBaBUOB of iinpo t.t'..e to be aetlled, I think
he migt t ha* e ec-rottted himeelf aa well aa ca-uiy wh<*
wb^ have bad a hifcher i-pntatioi for dexurity ia
btisresr. Wh.n I was at M-nIrid, in IS./, a diein-
gniebed Spaniaid aaid to me: " Wrny loOe net your
Goven-ment »«ud out Wn-hinglon Irring to thia
Court / Wby do yon not take a*. yotir x,e^,i tbe maa
wh< m all S,.;.in admires, veneratet, loria? laaaura
yon it wonlo be diflicult for our .loveram*-*.', to refa-tj
aiiythiog which Irving ahould aak, and t-a -u^uetore
wonld make almot-t any treaty ur.cept-t^_eto oar
reople."
hatuming In IHJl*., Irving went b-icb to S-nnyei...,

cn the Hudi-on, and coiitinued to make i. hia ahjdt Ut
the reat of bia Ue. Tboee «ho paaaed ap and do bb
tbe river before the year IKk. may remember a neg-
lecied cottage on a gretn bank. with a »et» li-rue*. treee
before it, clote to where a lit.le brook brnge in ita
tilbute to tbe mi/jhtier stream. In tbat year Irving
bccame ite possenjor; be gave it the n*u_e it aotr
BBBHl ph.rted ita pleastnt Blopee with tr-_c«t and
shinbe, laid it out in walka, bailt oothouies aod c m-

verte.d tbe cot'age into a more spieioua dwelliog La
the old Dutch itjle of architefture, wtth ero-.-etep-.oa
tle gbbiea, a .iua_t.t, p*ctnr_«-..ae building, with ''aa
many angtes and coroera,'' t_- n.e bia own wordt- " aa
ii cocked hat.'' He canted creeping pbint*. aad elimb-
ing ro.ea to be tramtfl np ita waiis; tbo tree. he
p unted prosper.d in that sh.lered eitua-on, aod wera

tilled with bixds which wonld tvt lewe their neatt at
tbe approach of the kind m-ts'.f-rof tha *»-_.-.'«. Tne
hniiee btcame almost hiddeu frou. sight by their b.fiy
sumtnite, tbe perpetual rr.__.tli ¦.j* of wbicb to thoee
who eat within, wereblend-.d with the mortn-ira ofthe
water. Van r__.se! would have Ind eome ditfieul'-y in
recognizir.g his old aboie in this little p-ire-lise, witb
the beantj of wtiich one of Imnj/'e frtcnda'* haa m_ia
the pnblic fami.iar iaproae and verse.
At SuLDVside Ii^mg wroe bia "Life of Olivei

Oolfli-mitb.' Putnam, tlie boolseber, hjd aaid to aita
one day, " H*re is F.-sttr's Lafe of tioliemiti; I think
" of r< oblisbitig tt "I once wrote a m.tnoir of
" Gv.ld--_.it*),'' aiiewered Iiving, " which waa pre-
" fixed to an editi-.n of his worke priuted st I' iria, atd1
" I bave thoo-_.it of enlarglng P. and makmi? it mora
" peifect." " It" jou will du that," wae P.e r-ply of
the bookeeller, " I ahall not repayish the ' Life' br
" Foeter. With n three months ufterwaid [rving'i
'. Life of ....lo-iriitir waa fiuisbed aud in preei. It
was so mnch euperior to the original sketch iu the ex-

actnees of tbe panicalare, the entertainm.r.t of tha
anecdotee, and tbe beauiy of the etyle, that i. waa _>o

ally a new work. For my part,! know of aothing
1 ke it. I have read no bio^-raphical memoir which
ctrries forward the rcader to dehgntfully. and with so
little tediou*_;r_B of re.ital orrttlectbn. I never ttkl
i np wi'-hout btiog temptad to wieh tbal l:v_gb»d
writtenmoie woiksof the kmd; bnt thB eould hardly
be.for wbere could be ba^e found another (j_U-
amith 1

In 18'0 appeared bia " Lives of Mahomet aad bil
-. Succeseoi.," compostd priocipally from mem.r__ad_t
tcuCe by bim d-iring bis residet.ee in Spain; aud iu lha
saae year he compl-ttdthe reviaton ol lhe ne weditiott
of hia woiks wbich wae brought oot by PBBBM.B
book=eller of whose obligmg and h.norable eondoet ho
(itlighted t<. speak. Irving waaa man with whom it
was not easy to have a m'sanderstauliag; bu_,evea
if he had bttu of l different temper, tbeea eo-oaendjir
tione would h ive b*tn none t :e ftae well deeerved.
gwhen Cooper oied, towtrd tbe dcae of '.he year
iBog. Irvin-/ who bad n_t long before met bin, af>pa-
ri-Ltly in tbe full vigor of bis exoellent com_lit3'_ij_, a
waa much sbocked by the event, nnd took pxri ia ihti
n-eetirj-s held f..r the purpoee of coUectiag fuoet to I
erect a monnaeitt to hia mt-mory in thta citj.a dMgBr
wlich I am sorry to say haa wholly failed. He wtoto
a Ittt.r advitii-K that the monument ahould be i tUtue,
aid atM-ded tne great mem.-ritl meeting held ia Be-
tiopoli_--u Bill in Febraary of the nei'. year, at which
Webeter pmWld. He wai then neur the end of hii
.ixty-eif-bth jear, and waa remirked ao oae over
whum tbe laat twenty ytara had paaaed Mgktl.. He,
wLom Dr. 1* raLtia dt-H-ribee as in oailj bfe a tieader
and delicite jontb, prtservinir his henlth by h%bituai
daily txerciie, appeared before tbal -aet aseerably a

fret-b, well-preeerv-d geotleman, scarcely more tbia
clder.y, with tirm but. beLevoltnt featu/es, well kni
and icuecnlar limbs, and an elaetic ttep, the aign of oa'
diminished pbysical vii_or.

In hia retircment at Sonny.^le Irviogplinred aM»
exetuted bia last greit work, tiie " Liie of Waabioif'
ton," to which he tays he had long looked forwarl u

h a crown'ng lt'er-ary etl'ort. ( onstable, the Edinbirgl
booksclier, had propoaad it to bim thirty ye_ra **fo*t,
and be then neolved to ondertake it ai aeoo aa it

ahtuld return to tbe L'nited S-atca. It wae poBtpoiit-
ta favor of otber projec-e, but never abanOoued. At
length lhe exiected time Becuied to have arrived; ta
other taaks bad betn aucceesfolly perf*_r_aed ; _B
world was waitinf/ for new works from bia pen; M
mind and body were yet in their vigor, tba bibit BBl
tbe love of !it_ra.y proinction yet remiiael, a_sl m
addreeseo himielf to this great.et of biaHborSa
Yet he had hismi.i-ivuige, though tbey eould tc4.v

veit bim froji bia purpoee. " i'hcy expeci too atuek.
too much," he auid to a friend of mine, to trhea bl
was speak mg of ihe -.agnitnde of the task aal tbe ef-
liiulty of satislvitig tha public. We canojt w.nl_rB
theee dtu .t#. _U tbe time wben he began b> **!*_him.eif mmniSty on this work, be was near ttit: agaa
thnescoie and ten, when with moet men tbe te-BBa
hope and coiitidence ia p:__t. He waa lifce one aal
shonld begiu the great laoor of tho day when tbe ttt
wae tdicud ng 1ns lateet beama, aud wbat if Bl
ehadows of n'f'ht should desc.-nd upon him befjte kl
tt.sk was endtd ? A va.t labi-r bad been thro wb apM
him by the almoat Lumbetlesa documenU and pepjel
recenily brought to ligM relwing to the eveut. in bmB
Waehingtcn waa e_ncerned~_uch Ib were a-B-aBl
and digtsted by Ihe research of Sparks, and aiMBV
panied bv tbe commcntarj of his excellen. b_og_i|ik(>
Theae were ail to bc auefully examiueJ and M*
rpirit extrnct'd. HirtonaDS bad in the _»« ¦¦
aiisen uu onr country ol a world-wule f*me. wi-l
wl.ose worke his own mutt be coajpmvd, and a* aal
to be judg.d by a public whom he, more than Bbajel
any other m.ui, had uught to be impatieut oi mt&
OC-MT. _,j

1 do not believe, h.wever, tlut Irving'a Uak wbbm
bave bren peifornled ao ably if it hnd bt."'n uu0''rt*__}
wl.en it was ri1-.--4e.ted bv Co'iistaole; thelui'^iUfeBMld
not bave b.en so c.mptote ui iu facM; il au|bi-«
bave bten wr.tteu wi>h tbe aame be-omiag .iB,P__x
It waa lortuna e that the work wae dolayed till .* f*T_
be writteu -BM the largest ttora of materia *-"*._?
plan was fuily maturnd in all it* falr proj-mioM. .**

ull the ¦IbUbbT'I mind had becoBM filled wi'-h _M |bv-
found!st veiivraiHiti of hia eubjeot. ^
The -implicity alrea-Iy meutloted il the flrBq«ili*y*~

of thiewoik whicb iaipresee. the reider. "#_ll|,
man of geuiia, a poet by t« mj-ei jmant, wri'iurf ¦fff
of a man of traie.-Ldcnt wi.dom aud virtat.«

pasred am.il Kieat eieuts and marked by i_a_naM»
pubbc serviB-s. There it a c->_ietant temptB**
eulogy, but tbe t*>nipMtioBIs re _-ied; thea-OeM_»»
hi* htro aie eitto speak their t-na iiraiae. Uf T*__:
eventan-verm-ly, as one migbt have r8*0.**"?!;
before the art of rhetoric waa inveoted, with M i1"^
geratiou, witb no paiade of rellaotion; tbe IcBBw
the nanativa are made to impreee theatelvaa JBi*1
mind by tlie earne-t and coiiscH-utlona relatwu 01 wmm

MtanUme the narmtor keeps himeelf !n the B*»*
groctd, ao'ely o_<upied witb th*. drue preeanUtunBaiB
fbiott, Our eyeB are npon theaetore whjm taMB
belc re oa, we never U-iiii of Mr. Iiving. Jmt
A cloeer examfnatton reveals anoiher great ment .

tbe work, tbe admirable prop.ntion in which tb. tatbB
ktepa tbe charactera and e tenu of bil Mory. I toft**
he could baidly have been c(ms:iou8 of tbJe ment. M*
that il was aitained without a direct effort. IfMl
nieditatiou bad probably s j .h.ped aad matoted tM

plan in hia u il j, aud ao amii-Mcd na p«rta iu tieir )to
*jm_eiiy, that, extcctmg lt a» ho did co__*'ie_trtuB>
he ctmld uot liave made it a dirt'enn. thlmr iroa wol
we liave it. Tbeieia __olh__i»y(l__U.rUJ, w-Unug plt**
iutfobroada ligbt or tbrown too fitr tb the thtvB.
The iucid-iit* ot our 1. volutio^ary war, tbe gra-UevtB
(f Waebiiigtona life, paaa bt.-1'ure ua aa ihey p****^ ¦» ._
foie tbe eye.-, of ibe c .mmandcr iu chief h msell, aflt

from time to time vaiied bia detlgna. WaMingWiII
kep. alwayB iu right, aud tbe bbVb of tbe IjyaBjg
ia never allowtd to beoome nicr«ed tu that ofBB
biel-.ri.n. _- .-

Tbe men wlw were tbe compamoea 01 W.taaiag~~
in Ihe lield or iu ivil liie itt aat. wa ealj iu uwu* aar

. 11. T. Tcoterniaa.


